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v&getat io n, covers the spo t so completel y tha t fe w pe rsons know of its 
ex is tence. H ere the " K entucky ·w a rb le r " ( 0 . .fonnosa) a nd the 
" \Vhite-browed W a rbler " (D . domi11ica albilora) find a n unmolested 
nesting p lace. I have taken many rare insects of all orde rs here, pa rtic­
ul arl y Coleoptern. May II, I900, while sea rching fo r minute beetles I 
lifted the loose ba rk fro m a freshly falle n o::i k log a nd found a co lony of 
Sle11om im11s pallidus tha t contained hundreds of this beetle . I picked 
out 120 in a few minutes. I ha ve never before take n this curio us little 
weevil , which is o ne of the smallest Nor th Ame ri can species. It is very 
s le nder in fo rm a nd of pa le b ro wn color and might easil y be mis ta ken fo r 
Baclridium, which was a::,sociated with it. Its larvre had eaten galle ri es 
thro ug h the decaying fi b res o f the inne r bark- CHARLES D u Rv, Cincin­
nati, O hio. 

NE\V L IG HT ON TH E BEE-G E NE RA l\l EGAC ILrSS A AND l\L\ CROTER A.-­

J have j us t received the fo llo wing important info rma ti on from Mr. \ 1\1. F. 
Kirby of the Bri tish Museum : "J1legacilissa superba S mith is a Chilia n 
species, a nd = Ca11policana .fuhiicollis Spin. ..i\Ir. \Vate rho use and I 
have ca reful ly examined Perdila lw!icloides a nd 11/acrolera bicolor S mith, 
a nd fin d that S mith 's drawings of the dissections are quite accurate; and 
that although S mith says the pa lpi of Perdila are wa nting, a nd there is. 
no trace of the m in the s pecimen, yet they a re incl uded in his o wn fi g ures, 
which is ve ry odd . J fi nd tha t JI/aero/era was o b tained fro m l\Ir. E. P. 
Coffin in 1843, b ut I d o not kno w fro m what part of J\Ie xico . Pe rhaps 
this mig ht be discovered by hunting thro ug h ·wes twood 's pub licati ons." 

This sho ws tha t ll!egacilissa is a pure syno nym of Owpolicana, as was 
suggested in Ann. Mag. Nat. Hist. , Dec., J899, p. 4 1 2 . '~ It a lso con fi nes 
the dis tinctness of JJ[acrolera from JJ/acroleropsis a nd .Ff.ypomacrotera. 
As for Pcrdila, S mi th 's figures of the pa lpi a re d rawn with dotted l111es , 
a nd a re undoubted ly hypothetica l. U nder the circumsta nces set forth in 
Ann. J\Iag. Na t. Hist ., Dec., 1899, p. 31 5, it is ev ident tha t we shall for 
the p resent have to re ma in who ll y uncerta in as to what is genuine 
Perdila.~T. D. A. CocKERELLJ, J\ lesilla Pa rk , N. ~I. . F eb. 2, 1900. 

A BEi<:-FL,. FouR YEARS IN TH I<: LAR \ 0 AL STATE Js T H1 s A R : co1~0? 

-In Volume T, Part 3, of the Proceed ings of the Sout he rn California 
Academy of Sciences may he fo11nd a short descriptive article on tlie 
hauits and parnsites of one of the most interesting bees of Caliiornia, 
, lnlllOj>lwra 111ontana Cress. lts interesting habit of tower building 1s 

there i 11 ustrnted an cl need not be f u rtber comm en led upon. ,-/ nlho­
phora 111011/ana, like many other species of mining bees, live in colonies, 
and may be found year nfler year occupying the same spot oi ground. 
Each season the old shafts are cleaned out or new ones :1re "link till the 
earth when turned over seems to be but a mass of clay cells of all agec;. 

On the 15th day oi July, 1K95, r unea rthed a n umbt:r of cells of A. 11w11-

:1; ,1/,•f{t1ci!lism ynrrowi Cresson, 18j<;. will become Ca11j>o/ic,1111t )'11rrvwi. but 11. tlloru­
cica Fo\., ancl allied spt:cies, may ha\·e to be separated ~e11t!rically . 


